
Exo�c Species 
(fields, 
woodlands, 
roadsides) 

Mature 
Bark 

Pith Winter 
Buds 

Mature Leaf 
Shape 

Mature 
Leaf 
Width cm 

Leaf Tip Leaf 
Botom 
Hairs 

Flower 
Peduncle 
in mm 

Upper Lip 
Notches 

Flower 
Habit 

Flower 
Color & 
odor 

Fruit 
Color 

Lonicera 
fragrantissima 
(Winter) 

Shaggy 
or peely 

Solid 
and 
white 

Long 
acute 

Mostly wide 
ellip�c and 
leathery 

2.0-4.5 Acute 
with 
bristle 
�p 

Glabrous 
to bristles 
on midrib 

5-10 Shallow Erect to 
pendant 
as leaves 
emerge 

White in 
early 
spring, 
citrus 

Orange 
or red, 
hidden 

Lonicera maackii 
(Amur) 

Dis�nctl
y ridged 

Hollow Long 
acute 

Ovate to 
lance ovate 

2.0-4.5 Acumin
ate 

Long hairs 
on the 
veins 

<5mm Shallow Erect White 
fading 
yellow, 
sweet 

Bright 
red 

Lonicera 
morrowii 
(Morrow’s) 

Shaggy 
or peely 

Hollow Short 
blunt 

Oblong to 
narrow 
ellip�c 

1.5-2.5 Acute Dense 
hairs all 
the way 
across 

10 rarely 
15 

Deep Erect Mostly 
white, 
some�m
es pink 
fading 
yellow, 
sweet 

Orange 
to red 

Lonicera tatarica 
(Tatarian) 

Shaggy 
or peely 

Hollow Short 
blunt to 
acute 

Ovate to 
oblong 

1-2 (3) Acute No hairs 15-25 Deep Erect Mostly 
pink to 
red 
fading 
yellow, 
sweet 

Yellow 
to 
orange 
to red 

Lonicera x bella 
(Prety) 

Shaggy 
or peely 

Hollow Short 
blunt 

Ovate to 
oblong to 
narrow 
ellip�c 

1.5-2.5 Obtuse 
to acute 

On veins 
some�me
s 
scatered 
between 

10 rarely 
15 

Deep Erect Mostly  
pink 
fading 
yellow, 
sweet 

Yellow 
to 
orange 
to red 

Lonicera 
xylosteum 
(European fly) 

Shaggy 
or peely 

Hollow Long 
acute to 
acumin
ate 

Narrow to 
wide ellip�c 
to 
oblanceolate 

1.0-4.0 Obtuse 
to acute 

All the 
way 
across 

10 Shallow Erect White 
fading 
yellow, 
sweet 

Bright 
red 

Bush Honeysuckle Iden�fica�on Characters in New York State 
Yellow cells have important characters 
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Links 
Lonicera fragrantissima  NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist - iMap 
Lonicera maackii   NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist - iMap 
Lonicera morrowii  NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist - iMap 
Lonicera tatarica  NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist - iMap 
Lonicera x bella   NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist - iMap 
Lonicera xylosteum  NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist - iMap 
Lonicera canadensis  NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist 
Lonicera oblongifolia  NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist 
Lonicera villosa   NYFA Atlas - iNaturalist 
 

Na�ve Species Mature 
Bark 

Pith Winter 
Buds 

Mature Leaf 
Shape 

Mature 
Leaf 
Width cm 

Leaf Tip Leaf 
Botom 
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Flower 
Peduncle 
in mm 

Upper Lip 
Notches 

Flower 
Habit 

Flower 
Color & 
odor 

Fruit 
Color 

Lonicera 
canadensis 
(American fly - 
woods) 

Shreddy 
plates 

Solid Very 
small, 
blunt 

Ovate to 
ellip�c 

2.0-4.5 
Pe�ole 5 
mm 

Acute Glabrous 
or a few 
hairs 

20-35 No notch Pendant Light 
yellow 

Bright 
red 

Lonicera 
oblongifolia 
(Swamp fly – 
fens/swamps) 

Long 
narrow 
plates 

Solid Small 
acute to 
long 
acute 

Oblong to 
oblanceolate 

1.5-3.5 
Pe�ole 2 
mm 

Acute Downy all 
the way 
across 

20-40 Shallow Erect Light 
yellow 
to white 

Red 

Lonicera villosa 
(Mountain fly - 
fens) 

Shaggy 
or peely 

Solid Small 
acute to 
long 
acute 

Long ellip�c 
to obovate 

0.7-2.0 
Pe�ole 1-
2 mm 

Obtuse 
to 
rounde
d 

Long 
sparse 
hairs all 
the way 
across 

3-10 No notch Pendant Light 
yellow 

Blue 

Key to Bush Honeysuckles 
 
1a. Flowering in March and April when leaves emerging or new. Citrus fragrance.  Leaves leathery, o�en with bristle �p         L. fragrantissima 
1b. Flowering in May and June with mature leaves. Sweet fragrance. Leaves not leathery and acute or obtuse apex.  
 2a. Stems and branchlets with solid white pith. Woodlands, fens, and swamps (na�ve species).  
  3a. Pendant flowers with equal petals all around, underside of leaves glabrous or with sparse hairs.  
   4a. Peduncles 3-10 mm, fruit blue, leaf width 0.7-2 cm, pe�ole 1-2 mm, fens. L. villosa 
   4b. Peduncles 20-35 mm, fruit red, leaf width 2.0-4.5 cm, pe�ole 5 mm, woodlands. L. canadensis 
  3b. Erect flowers with upper and lower petals, underside of leaves velvety.   L. oblongifolia  
 2b. Stem and branchlets with hollow darker pith. Woodlands, roadsides, fields, and disturbed areas (non-na�ves)  

5a. Peduncles shorter than 5mm, leaf apex abruptly acuminate. Young flowers white.  L. maackii 
5b. Peduncles 5-25 mm, leaf apexes obtuse to acute. Young flowers white to pink.  
 6a. Leaves with hairs all the way across the botom of leaf, peduncles 10-15 mm. 
  7a. Botom hairs dense all the way across, young flowers mostly white. 

8a. Winter buds short, blunt. Flower upper lip with deep sinuses. L. morrowii 
8b. Winter buds long acuminate. Flower upper lip with shallow sinuses. 
     L. xylosteum 

  7b. Botom hairs very scatered or absent between veins, flowers mostly pink.  L. x bella 
 6b. Leaves glabrous on the botom, peduncles 15-25 mm.    L. tatarica 

 

https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=718
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=164763
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html?x=-75.4863&y=42.5751&z=7&dpnl=legend&lgrp=ALL&bm=topo-vector&toc=mainDataTOC;0;0=1;40|ConfirmedPresenceTOC;0;0=1;0|aoiTOC;0;0=0;40|statesTOC;0;0=0;0|countiesTOC;0;0=0;0|waterbodiesTOC;0;0=0;40|conservationLandsTOC;0;0=0;40|usgsTopoTOC;0;0=0;0|ismaTOC;0;0=0;0|hydrobasinTOC;0;0=0;0|countryTOC;0;0=0;0|municipalBoundariesTOC;0;0=0;0|mobiToc;0;0=0;0&fobs=&fhbtt=&fspec=1295&fstyp=n&fkdom=&fgens=&fbdte=&fadte=&fproj=&forg=&fjur=&felim=&fst=&fghab=&fcnfm=&fspvb=&fflup=&fevtyp=&fhasph=&funtr=&ftrtyp=&fchem=&fldctc=&ftrgl=&ftraft=&ftrbef=&fcndt=&frndt=&fpids=&fndids=&ftids=&fsaids=&fnsids=&fgrtp=&fgsjur=&fgjur=&fcnty=&fgwbdy=&fgcvln=&fgtopo=&fgrmp=&fghyd=&fgmuni=&fmcad=&fmcbd=&fmmad=&fmbd=&mcbl=&mmbl=&mdeml=&mbid=
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=690
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=82342
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html?x=-75.4863&y=42.5751&z=7&dpnl=legend&lgrp=ALL&bm=topo-vector&toc=mainDataTOC;0;0=1;40|ConfirmedPresenceTOC;0;0=1;0|aoiTOC;0;0=0;40|statesTOC;0;0=0;0|countiesTOC;0;0=0;0|waterbodiesTOC;0;0=0;40|conservationLandsTOC;0;0=0;40|usgsTopoTOC;0;0=0;0|ismaTOC;0;0=0;0|hydrobasinTOC;0;0=0;0|countryTOC;0;0=0;0|municipalBoundariesTOC;0;0=0;0|mobiToc;0;0=0;0&fobs=&fhbtt=&fspec=3045&fstyp=n&fkdom=&fgens=&fbdte=&fadte=&fproj=&forg=&fjur=&felim=&fst=&fghab=&fcnfm=&fspvb=&fflup=&fevtyp=&fhasph=&funtr=&ftrtyp=&fchem=&fldctc=&ftrgl=&ftraft=&ftrbef=&fcndt=&frndt=&fpids=&fndids=&ftids=&fsaids=&fnsids=&fgrtp=&fgsjur=&fgjur=&fcnty=&fgwbdy=&fgcvln=&fgtopo=&fgrmp=&fghyd=&fgmuni=&fmcad=&fmcbd=&fmmad=&fmbd=&mcbl=&mmbl=&mdeml=&mbid=
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=693
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=59773
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html?x=-75.4863&y=42.5751&z=7&dpnl=legend&lgrp=ALL&bm=topo-vector&toc=mainDataTOC;0;0=1;40|ConfirmedPresenceTOC;0;0=1;0|aoiTOC;0;0=0;40|statesTOC;0;0=0;0|countiesTOC;0;0=0;0|waterbodiesTOC;0;0=0;40|conservationLandsTOC;0;0=0;40|usgsTopoTOC;0;0=0;0|ismaTOC;0;0=0;0|hydrobasinTOC;0;0=0;0|countryTOC;0;0=0;0|municipalBoundariesTOC;0;0=0;0|mobiToc;0;0=0;0&fobs=&fhbtt=&fspec=3665&fstyp=n&fkdom=&fgens=&fbdte=&fadte=&fproj=&forg=&fjur=&felim=&fst=&fghab=&fcnfm=&fspvb=&fflup=&fevtyp=&fhasph=&funtr=&ftrtyp=&fchem=&fldctc=&ftrgl=&ftraft=&ftrbef=&fcndt=&frndt=&fpids=&fndids=&ftids=&fsaids=&fnsids=&fgrtp=&fgsjur=&fgjur=&fcnty=&fgwbdy=&fgcvln=&fgtopo=&fgrmp=&fghyd=&fgmuni=&fmcad=&fmcbd=&fmmad=&fmbd=&mcbl=&mmbl=&mdeml=&mbid=
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=705
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=77836
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html?x=-75.4863&y=42.5751&z=7&dpnl=legend&lgrp=ALL&bm=topo-vector&toc=mainDataTOC;0;0=1;40|ConfirmedPresenceTOC;0;0=1;0|aoiTOC;0;0=0;40|statesTOC;0;0=0;0|countiesTOC;0;0=0;0|waterbodiesTOC;0;0=0;40|conservationLandsTOC;0;0=0;40|usgsTopoTOC;0;0=0;0|ismaTOC;0;0=0;0|hydrobasinTOC;0;0=0;0|countryTOC;0;0=0;0|municipalBoundariesTOC;0;0=0;0|mobiToc;0;0=0;0&fobs=&fhbtt=&fspec=3675&fstyp=n&fkdom=&fgens=&fbdte=&fadte=&fproj=&forg=&fjur=&felim=&fst=&fghab=&fcnfm=&fspvb=&fflup=&fevtyp=&fhasph=&funtr=&ftrtyp=&fchem=&fldctc=&ftrgl=&ftraft=&ftrbef=&fcndt=&frndt=&fpids=&fndids=&ftids=&fsaids=&fnsids=&fgrtp=&fgsjur=&fgjur=&fcnty=&fgwbdy=&fgcvln=&fgtopo=&fgrmp=&fghyd=&fgmuni=&fmcad=&fmcbd=&fmmad=&fmbd=&mcbl=&mmbl=&mdeml=&mbid=
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=712
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?place_id=any&taxon_id=170851
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html?x=-75.4863&y=42.5751&z=7&dpnl=legend&lgrp=ALL&bm=topo-vector&toc=mainDataTOC;0;0=1;40|ConfirmedPresenceTOC;0;0=1;0|aoiTOC;0;0=0;40|statesTOC;0;0=0;0|countiesTOC;0;0=0;0|waterbodiesTOC;0;0=0;40|conservationLandsTOC;0;0=0;40|usgsTopoTOC;0;0=0;0|ismaTOC;0;0=0;0|hydrobasinTOC;0;0=0;0|countryTOC;0;0=0;0|municipalBoundariesTOC;0;0=0;0|mobiToc;0;0=0;0&fobs=&fhbtt=&fspec=1966&fstyp=n&fkdom=&fgens=&fbdte=&fadte=&fproj=&forg=&fjur=&felim=&fst=&fghab=&fcnfm=&fspvb=&fflup=&fevtyp=&fhasph=&funtr=&ftrtyp=&fchem=&fldctc=&ftrgl=&ftraft=&ftrbef=&fcndt=&frndt=&fpids=&fndids=&ftids=&fsaids=&fnsids=&fgrtp=&fgsjur=&fgjur=&fcnty=&fgwbdy=&fgcvln=&fgtopo=&fgrmp=&fghyd=&fgmuni=&fmcad=&fmcbd=&fmmad=&fmbd=&mcbl=&mmbl=&mdeml=&mbid=
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=686
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=124548
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html?x=-75.4863&y=42.5751&z=7&dpnl=legend&lgrp=ALL&bm=topo-vector&toc=mainDataTOC;0;0=1;40|ConfirmedPresenceTOC;0;0=1;0|aoiTOC;0;0=0;40|statesTOC;0;0=0;0|countiesTOC;0;0=0;0|waterbodiesTOC;0;0=0;40|conservationLandsTOC;0;0=0;40|usgsTopoTOC;0;0=0;0|ismaTOC;0;0=0;0|hydrobasinTOC;0;0=0;0|countryTOC;0;0=0;0|municipalBoundariesTOC;0;0=0;0|mobiToc;0;0=0;0&fobs=&fhbtt=&fspec=2877&fstyp=n&fkdom=&fgens=&fbdte=&fadte=&fproj=&forg=&fjur=&felim=&fst=&fghab=&fcnfm=&fspvb=&fflup=&fevtyp=&fhasph=&funtr=&ftrtyp=&fchem=&fldctc=&ftrgl=&ftraft=&ftrbef=&fcndt=&frndt=&fpids=&fndids=&ftids=&fsaids=&fnsids=&fgrtp=&fgsjur=&fgjur=&fcnty=&fgwbdy=&fgcvln=&fgtopo=&fgrmp=&fghyd=&fgmuni=&fmcad=&fmcbd=&fmmad=&fmbd=&mcbl=&mmbl=&mdeml=&mbid=
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=687
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=119807
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=691
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=164764
https://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=704
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?taxon_id=143508

